
Saving Lions from  
Trophy Hunting

FAST FACTS  Lions once occupied Asia from 
the Middle East to Eastern India. They are now extinct 
in their entire Asian range, except for a single isolated 
population of a few hundred in India’s Gir Forest. It is estimated that a century ago, there could have 

been as many as 200,000 lions living in Africa. The latest 
surveys estimate that there are fewer than 40,000 wild 
lions in Africa today.
 Lions are now found in only a handful of African coun-
tries, and more than 80% of their historic range is gone. 
The greatest threats to lions are killing by people who 
own livestock, habitat loss, and loss of prey base. In addition to other threats over the last decade, at 

least 5,663 lions were traded internationally for trophy 
hunting purposes. More than half of these lions were 
imported to the United States. 

The problem:
Lions are in peril as never before due to growing 
human populations and corresponding habitat loss, 
loss of prey species, human-lion conflict, and sadly, 
over-exploitation from trophy-hunting. Lions have  
all but disappeared from their historic habitat outside 
of Africa and with an estimated 40,000 individuals or 
fewer remaining in the wild, lions face a real risk  
of extinction. 

Our solution:
IFAW takes a holistic approach to protecting 
lions and other wildlife including promoting 
policy change, building capacity in range states 
for anti-poaching patrols, providing wildlife trade 
enforcement trainings, and supporting community-
based development projects that help both wildlife 
and the human communities thrive. 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Learn more about lions and other 
threatened wild carnivores in the IFAW report: “The Fading Call 
of the Wild: A Status Update on 15 Species of Disappearing Wild 
Cats and Canids.” http://www.ifaw.org/callofthewild

DONATE  Donate to IFAW to support habitat protection 
and anti-poaching efforts in Africa and the campaign to end 
the unsustainable and unnecessary killing of lions by American 
citizens. To donate, go to: www.ifaw.org/donate or call 1-800-
932-4329. 

One of the most easily addressed threats to lions 
is trophy hunting, primarily by wealthy overseas 
tourists. United States citizens account for more 
than 50% of the lions killed for trophies. IFAW has 
joined a coalition including Defenders of Wildlife, 
Born Free, Humane Society of the United States 
and Humane Society International, to petition 
the US government to 
list lions as Endangered 
under the Endangered 
Species Act. This listing 
will make it illegal for US 
citizens to import dead 
lion trophies into the 
United States and will 
dramatically decrease the 
number of lions killed 
for sport.
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